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Take Two: 802.11n
Up For Approval
Again

By Andy Patrizio

January 19, 2007

The IEEE's 802.11 working group has
unanimously approved Draft 1.10 of the
802.11n Wi-Fi spec and has sent it to
the entire membership of the IEEE for
approval. The IEEE has no timeline for
when it expects the membership to
approve, but if they do, this will be the
final 802.11n spec.

The approval puts the spec slightly
ahead of schedule. Just last August it
was believed that the spec would not be
sent out for approval until March of this
year. However, it's also believed that
the final spec won't be approved by the
IEEE membership at large until next
year. The IEEE declined to comment on
when it expects final approval.

The 802.11n spec has taken a
somewhat tortured path to approval.
There have been stories of in-fighting
among members and the original spec
was rejected by the members in May of
2006. "This group has not been known
for its cohesive behavior to date," Chris
Silva, analyst at Forrester Research,
told internetnews.com.

The inability to get the 11n spec
finalized hasn't stopped vendors from
shipping 802.11n products based on
preliminary specs that weren't even
compatible from one brand name to
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Tutorial: Create a Web Storefront Using PHP and PayPal, Part 1
This series chronicles the building of a Web storefront in PHP using
PHP Data Objects to access a Derby database. The storefront
includes a user manageable shopping cart that allows item purchases
using PayPal, and includes the ability for merchants to notify
customers via e-mail on successful orders automatically.

Tester Kit: Improve Test Efficiency and Accuracy

Get a collection of tools and best practices to help you avoid or detect
flaws before deployment. In this kit, you'll receive demos, case studies,
Webcasts, articles, tips, and more.

Tutorial: Building Ajax Portlets for WebSphere Portal

This tutorial shows you how to use WebSphere Portal to create and
deploy a portlet that contains AJAX functionality. Get this tutorial and
learn how to implement Ajax into a portal-based Web application and
discover how to dynamically update a page using DHTML.

Download: IBM Rational Data Architect v6.1

Download a free trial version of IBM Rational Data Architect and get to
work designing relational and federated databases, understanding
data assets and their relationships and streamlining database projects.

Download: IBM Rational Web Developer for WebSphere Software
Here is an easy-to-learn IDE, less ambitious than IBM Rational App
Developer for WebSphere, but perfect for developers to use to build,
test, and deploy Web, Web services, and Java applications. Powered
by Eclipse.

Tutorial: The Ajax Transport Method

Discover three Ajax data transport mechanisms (XMLHttp, script tags,
and frames or iframes) and their relative strengths and weaknesses.
This tutorial provides code for both the server side and the client side
and explains it in detail to provide the techniques you need to put
efficient Ajax controls anywhere you need them.
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All that could do is delay the rollout of Industry Events
11n, said Silva. "You want to know your
products are protected. This could slow
down ratification as vendors work to
make sure everything is in the spec that
should be in to make sure everything

works," he said.
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As it is, Silva has his reservations about
802.11n because it uses the same

2.4GHz spectrum as 11b and 11g and there could be some interference. With potential conflict
between specs, the only solution may be to rip and replace all old Wi-Fi technologies with 11n.

"So enterprises have to think do | want to refresh my entire wireless LAN to get 11n," he said. "They
have to ask do | need this increased range and bandwidth to justify revamping my entire wireless
LAN?"

Silva thinks 11n will be appealing to large, open areas like shipyards or large corporate campuses, but
most users can get by with 11g just fine now. "There's a limited business argument, and right now
there is no clear app that demands 11n in the enterprise," he said.
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